FOREWORD
HERE has been a long expressed wish for an account
of the last few months of the existence of the German
High Seas Fleet. In the following work I try to fulfil this
wish and endeavour to give full details to justify the
scuttling.
The political state of the country obliged me to keep
back and suppress details of the current situation at the
time; I have kept myself from embellishing the story.
In planning this book I have put the little-known part
first, the events from the signing of the Armistice to the
scuttling being treated as one inclusive period; the second
part, the justification of the sinking, confined principally
to the information and records I collected with this
object.
The true story and motives of the German and Enemy
Governments in their treatment of the interned Fleet
are not clear to me to this day; accordingly I have until
now had to build up my conclusions on bare facts
which perhaps may not appear to be very pertinent to
the uninitiated.
Apart from the scuttling itself, the period of internment
has nothing dramatic, nothing outstanding about it;
there were of course daily disputes which, however, were
only on that account important as they were over the
struggle to keep the Fleet for the country, and when that
had become hopeless, they again cast their shadows over
the last step towards the preservation of the welfare of
the State.